
Western Dakota Energy Association 
Proposed Bylaw Amendments to be considered at Annual Meeting 
November 2, 2017 
Ramada Grand Dakota Lodge, Dickinson ND 
 
 
Question 1 – WDEA members were asked at the 2016 annual meeting to adopt bylaw changes that limited 
Executive Committee members to nine years of service. The amended bylaws would compel current Executive 
Committee member Steve Holen to resign mid-term because he was initially appointed to fill an unexpired 
term. The Bylaws Committee would like to rectify this mistake by allowing Dr. Holen to serve the remaining 
year of the term to which he was elected by WDEA members.  
 
Shall Steve Holen be permitted to serve the remaining year of his three-year term?         Yes          No 
 
Question 2 – WDEA bylaws currently require Executive Committee vacancies to be filled in the same manner in 
which the person who vacated the position was selected, either by appointment or election. This can produce 
lengthy vacancies because Executive Committee elections are held only once per year at the annual meeting. 
The Bylaws Committee proposes that the Executive Committee be allowed to fill all vacancies by appointment, 
regardless of the manner in which the person who vacated the position was selected. The bylaws amendment 
would also direct the committee from which the vacancy occurred to make a recommendation to the 
Executive Committee, which shall consider it in making the appointment to fill the vacancy. 
 
Shall the proposed amendments for filling Executive Committee vacancies be approved?         Yes         No  
 
Question 3 – The Bylaws Committee proposes an amendment to replace the current nine-year limit for service 
by Executive Committee members. The amendment would instead allow Executive Committee members to 
serve three, three-year terms, plus any part of an unexpired term to which they were appointed. 
 
Shall the amendment to Executive Committee term limits be approved?           Yes         No  
 
Question 4 –  To be consistent with term limits, the Bylaws Committee proposes that the same term limits 
described in Question 3 also apply to Executive Committee members who represent the Coal Conversion 
Counties. The CCC members would also be allowed to serve three, three-year terms, plus any part of an 
unexpired term to which they were appointed. 
 
Shall the amendment to CCC Executive Committee term limits be approved?         Yes         No  
 
Question 5 – The current bylaws do not clearly state how city, county and school committee positions are to 
be filled, and do not require that the WDEA Executive Committee be notified of changes in committee 
membership. The Bylaws Committee proposes that vacancies in the committees may be filled by appointment 
by other members of that committee, and that the Executive Committee be notified of any appointments. 
 
Shall the amendment regarding city/county/school committees be approved?            Yes         No  
 


