
Compromise Reached on Streamlined Siting Bill, Interim Study 

A tentative compromise has been reached in negotiations between the oil and gas industry, WDEA and 

other local government interests over SB 2286, a bill that seeks to streamline the process of siting oil 

and natural gas pipelines.  

The legislation provides that the siting decision of the Public Service Commission will supersede the 

zoning authority of counties, cities or townships. WDEA opposed the legislation during its first hearing in 

the Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee. Since then, the association and other local 

government groups have been engaged in discussions with the ND Petroleum Council and other industry 

representatives to find a workable solution. 

The bill was amended in the Senate Committee and passed the full Senate on a vote of 40-6.  The Senate 

amendment improved the bill, ensuring that local government concerns would be included up front in 

PSC proceedings.  But the prospect for loss of local control was still a big concern.  Additional language 

was agreed upon that further improved the bill, but the clincher was the addition of an interim study of 

the new siting process. 

The interim study would examine a number of topics including: 

 

 Communication/cooperation between the PSC and political subdivisions 

 Ensuring that local zoning concerns are addressed as part of the PSC hearings 

 Impacts to relationships between landowners and the oil and gas industry 

 Efficiency of the siting process including timelines associated with notification and 
permitting 

 Impacts to the public input process 

 Any effects on compliance with, and enforcement of, zoning ordinances of political 
subdivisions 

 
The bill was heard in the House Energy & Natural Resources Committee on Thursday.  There is still work 

to do to clean up the language of the amended bill.  Several members of the committee were 

uncomfortable with the structure of amendment.  At least a couple of the members appeared to be 

leaning toward studying the issue during the interim, rather than enacting a bill that actually puts the 

concept into law.  

WDEA and its members also have lingering concerns about how the new process would work, and hope 

to get answers as the legislative discussion continues.  

 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2286.html

