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June 7, 2017 
 
Board of University and School Lands 
   Honorable Doug Burgum, Governor 
   Honorable Alvin A. Jaeger, Secretary of State 
   Honorable Kirsten Baesler, Supt. of Public Instruction 
   Honorable Kelly Schmidt, State Treasurer 
   Honorable Wayne Stenehjem, Attorney General 
 
Dear Lands Board Members: 
 
On behalf of WDEA’s member counties, cities and school districts, I wish to urge the Lands Board to 
assign highest priority to its existing commitments as it considers distribution of remaining dollars in 
the oil and gas impact grant fund. The grant “bucket” will not fill sufficiently to fully fund all remaining 
commitments.  Therefore, it is the WDEA Executive Committee’s position that available funds be 
judiciously re-allocated or pro-rated so each recipient shares the “haircut.”  
 
School districts in oil-impacted counties have developed plans and made budget decisions based on 
revenue they expect to receive in the second round of impact grants. Roughly 60 western North 
Dakota schools shared $14,988,201 in the initial grand round in 2016, and are counting on a like 
amount this year. Bowman and Divide Counties were also pledged $8 million to address infrastructure 
needs by the 2015 Legislature, but have yet to receive any funds.   
 
Remaining allocations also include a category called Eligible General for which $5 million is earmarked 
to unspecified recipients in the seven lowest oil-producing counties. Because no expectations exist for 
this funding, it is our Executive Committee’s recommendation that this category be assigned lowest 
priority, that the amount be reduced, or that the category be cancelled altogether.  Elimination of the 
Eligible General group would mean incoming revenue would meet, or come very close to meeting, 
other existing grant commitments. To open a new grant round at this stage of the game when there 
are still unfunded promises simply doesn’t seem prudent.   
 
North Dakota is experiencing a rebound in oil activity, and our members are seeing a corresponding 
increase in industry impacts. School enrollments are climbing, rural roads are taking a beating from 
increased truck traffic, and public infrastructure facilities are again being stressed by population 
growth. WDEA appreciates the Lands Board’s due consideration as it ponders the most efficient use of 
remaining grant funds to address these local needs. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Daryl Dukart 
President 
 
cc: Lance Gaebe, Commissioner of the North Dakota Department of Trust Lands 


