
The North Dakota Constitution and Century Code contain many provisions that require transparency and openness in 

the policy making process:  

• Article XI, Section 5, of the Constitution of North Dakota, provides that, "all meetings of public or governmental 
bodies, boards, bureaus, commissions, or agencies of the state or any political subdivision, or organizations or 
agencies supported in whole or in part by public funds, or expending public funds, shall be open to the public." 
 

• Article XI, Section 6, of the Constitution of North Dakota, provides that, "all records of public or governmental 
bodies, boards, bureaus, commissions, or agencies of the state or any political subdivision, or organizations or 
agencies supported in whole or in part by public funds, or expending public funds, shall be public records, open 
and accessible for inspection during reasonable office hours." 
 

• NDCC 16.1-08.1-02.3 requires political candidates to file a campaign disclosure statement that contains the 

names and addresses of all contributors who donated more than $200.00. 

 

• NDCC 16.1-08.1-03.1 requires ballot measure committees to report the source of all contributions in excess of 

$100.00. Additionally, for contributions received for a ballot measure from an out-of-state contributor, the 

sponsoring committee must disclose the name and mailing address of each sub-contributor that gave more than 

$100, as well as the individuals’ occupation, employer, and address for the employer's principal place of business. 

 

•  NDCC 16.1-08.1-03.1(4) also requires that the sponsoring committee of a ballot measure notify the Secretary of  

 State if it intends to pay petition circulators to gather signatures. 

 

Ironically, Measure One would weaken North Dakota’s reporting requirements for ballot measures. Section 1.2 of the 

measure would require that only contributions of more than $200.00 be reported, rather than the current $100.  But 

because it is a constitutional measure, its provisions would supersede existing state law, raising the disclosure threshold. 

 

The North Dakota Constitution and Century Code contain many “anti-corruption” provisions aimed at preventing elected 

officials from abusing their political position for personal gain: 

 

• Article IV, Section 9, of the Constitution of North Dakota provides that if any legislators promise to give his vote or 
influence for consideration, the person making the offer is guilty of solicitation of bribery. Section 9 further 
provides that if a legislator who gives his vote for consideration is guilty of bribery. Section 9 also provides that 
any person or legislator deemed guilty of either offense shall be expelled, and shall not be eligible to the 
legislative assembly.  

 

• Article IV, Section 12, refers to ethical standards and provides legislative authority to expel members. Section 12 
provides, in part: “Each house shall determine its rules of procedure, and may punish its members or other 
persons for contempt or disorderly behavior in its presence. With the concurrence of two-thirds of its elected 
members, either house may expel a member.” 

 

• NDCC 12.1-12-01 makes it a Class C felony to knowingly offer, give, or agree to give to another, or solicit, accept, 
or agree to accept a thing of value as consideration for the recipient's official action as a public servant or the 
recipient's violation of a known legal duty as a public servant. 

 

• NDCC 12.1-12-02 provides that any person who violates Section 9 of Article IV (bribery, giving vote or influence) 
is guilty of a Class C felony. 

 

• NDCC 12.1-13-01 makes it a Class C felony for a public servant to disclose confidential information. Section 12.1-
13-02 makes it a crime for a public servant to acquire an interest in any property or enterprise which may be 
favorably affected by the public servant’s knowledge of information of “official action.” 

 

• NDCC 16.1-09-02 requires every candidate for elective office to file a statement of financial interest. Furthermore, 
Legislative Joint Rule 1003 obligates members to avoid and disclose “a substantial conflict between the member's 
personal interest and duties in the public interest.” 
 

• NDCC 16.1-08.1-03.15 bans foreign nationals from making a contribution to any election. 
 

• NDCC 16.1-08.1-04.1 prohibits candidates from making personal use of campaign contributions. 


